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MIDDLE EAST 

me scries of raids and counter-** Ids Oh the Sgypt-lshael 
during the pant two weeks have no* come to an end , end .both r,r, lev 
appear willing to maintain the ••ceaie-ftre" which eaifh das ptomlsed 
the UN truce authorities to enforce along the Gaza strip. The area 
is thus likely to remain relatively calm in the immediate future. 
However, so long as basic border problems remain unsol#ed, Occasional 
flare-ups can be expected. 

A. A new element in the situation was Egypt's unusually aggressive 

attitude— reflected both in threats of "terror" by Egyptian radio 
broadcasts and in audacious military Operations. 

1. Although most Egyptian "commando" groups , who were prised for 

a POfirdinated series of raids on 35 August, received 
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time — struck deep into Israeli territory. 'The Israeli retalia- 
tion, the blowing-up of an Egyptian headquarters at Khan Yunis 


S*' in the Gaza strip, was the high point in the fortnight's series 

of raids and reprisals. !*? 

B. It seems possible that Egypt’s belligerent posture may have been 
connected with that Government's internal problems. The Gaza 
fighting certainly distracted the Egyptian public from other de- 
velopments, including Egypt's diminishing influence in the Sudan 
and the ousting of Major Salah Salim, Minister of National Guidance 
(propaganda) and also Minister for Stidan Affairs. 



IX W Major Salim was one of the most influential members of the 11-man 
Revolutionary Command Council, which has ruled Egypt since 1952. 
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#"l - '• Tire tmi?H*ditrre "Cdiiss rar~ Iris (JlsmTssal , atter a stormy Counci l meeting 
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on 26 August, was the charge of failure to win the Sudan to union with 

Egypt. However, for the past year, Salim has been a general source of 
trouble to Prime Minister Nasr. 

A. He has led a faction opposing Nasr's plans to set up a new 
Egyptian parliament next year. 

R. He has been one of the most emotional spokesmen for an anti -West , 

•-if); ■ . ■ . : • 

pro-neutral position within the Egyptian government. 

C. Since Nasr's continued authority, in the last analysis, depends 

upon the support of the Egyptian Army, a "tough” attitude towards 
Israel may well have been the price Nasr felt he had to pay to 
avoid Army opposition to Salim's ouster. 





25X1 


Government ranks 


III. Although 2&5 l 3/03/04 f'GV\^RDP79R008^0A000600040004 
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Should bring some improvement in US-Rgypt ian relations. It is unlikely 
that the Nasr regime will abandon the potentially lucrative game of 
playing off the West against the Orbit. One example is Egypt's flirta- 
tion with the USSR over Soviet offers of economic and military aid 


v-riV'ify"’. 


(reportedly including jet fighters’ and bombers, as well as tanks). 

Other examples of this game have included Nasr's 11 August accept- 


A. 


ance of an invitation to visit the USSR next spring and the 
22 August announcement of a three-year trade agreement with Commu- 
nist China (to include, among other deals, an annual swap of 
Chinese steel for Egyptian cotton valued at $15 million). 
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-r : jrMt's campaign Wflir friends in the Middle Bast has not been 
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co r f i aed to Egypt alone . We |tao* of Soviet or Satellite . trade and 

? u* * oataeta with each Middle Eastern states as Afghanistan! Saudi 
Arabia, and Syria. I hope to present a detailed report on this sub- 
ject in the near future. Fbr the present, in summary: 
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B. The USSR is pressuring Saudi Arabia to establish diplomatic rela- 
tions, and coupling their pressure with an offer of Soviet arms 
to King Saud. 

C. Finally, we have intimations of Soviet approaches to Syria with 


offers of military equipment and diplomatic support. 
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